
 
NORTH AMERICAN DECK AND RAILING ASSOCIATION 

WWA Chapter’s Deck for a Soldier Project® 2011 

About Deck for a Soldier ® 

NADRA launched its Deck For a Soldier® program in 2007 when an inquiry came across the 

NADRA website. Sergeant Thomas placed an inquiry to NADRA member through 

www.NADRA.org, in anticipation of scheduling a deck build when she returned home. Here, the 

idea of building a "Deck for a Soldier®" was born. This is a community effort that expresses our 

appreciation for the service and dedication of the men and women of our armed forces. The Western 

Washington Chapter has just completed their first build in Lacey, Washington.  

 

 

 

Ribbon Cutting May 30th, 2011 

A uniquely sunny Memorial Day in Washington State marked a cheerful day for the 

members of the Western Washington NADRA Chapter, who held their ribbon cutting 

ceremony for their 2011 “Deck for a Soldier®” project. BBQ, Drinks, Banners, Balloons and 

American Flags were abundant in the celebration of a true American Hero. Over 100 

vendors, builders, news crews, fellow servicemen, family and friends gathered to 

congratulate recipient JBLM Staff Sergeant Marshall Diaz Jr. and his wife Cristina.  

 

 

 

Finding our Soldier 

In November, the WWA NADRA members called to congratulate a very humble SSG Diaz 

who was chosen as a unanimous vote after receiving his essay application. SSG Diaz has 

served his country honorably for the past 13 years. During his last deployment to 

  Before After 
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Afghanistan he was wounded in a roadside explosion and medically evacuated back to 

the U.S. His recovery was a long and hard road for him and his wife, as he was held in 

The Warrior Transition Battalion at Joint Base Lewis McCord from May 2008 until April 

2010 suffering from injuries to his knee, back and ankle. He has received many prestigious 

awards during his career, including a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart.  

 

When SSG Diaz was given the opportunity to leave the Army he noted, “I chose the only 

option for me, and that is to continue to serve my country.” He also stated, “Although my 

rehabilitation is an ongoing process, I hold my head up with pride for there is no other country in 

this world that I would rather live in, than the United States of America.” He is currently in 

active duty at JBLM. WWA Chapter of NADRA jumped at the chance to thank the Diaz 

family for their service, hardships and unwavering commitment to the United States of 

America.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deck Consultation and Design 

Wanting to treat this build as any normal deck consultation the D4S chairs visited the Diaz 

family and learned exactly what they would like in an outdoor living area. Each builder 

member of the Western Washington chapter had the opportunity to submit a design based 

on the Diaz’s aspirations for their deck. The Diaz Family chose from the four different 

designs and adjusted to fit their needs. This was a very fun mix and match process 

concluding in the perfect design for our Soldier and his growing family.  

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Renderings by Kyle Bannister of 
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The Building Process- Thank You to our Suppliers  

The building process was completely a team effort on behalf of the chapter and sponsors 

within the community. Teams were assigned days and projects to manage via a build 

schedule assigned by the chairs, BHD Construction, Screw Products, Inc and Fiberon. 

Builders were assigned weekend projects to manage the duration of the build. The build 

process was jump started by removing all the grass and laying pavers. The completed 

project included a Fire Pit, Bench Seating, Deck Lighting, Out Door Audio Speakers, 

Ceiling Fan, Canopy, Planter Boxes, Plants/Landscaping, Water Fountain, Lighted 

Interchangeable Deck Inlay, Stairs and a Beautiful Deck designed by NADRA members. 

At the ribbon cutting ceremony T-shirts, Famous Dave’s BBQ, Pepsi and Redhook brew 

were provided to all who attended. A bounce house was also provided for the children 

during the ceremony.   

 

Grand thanks and gratitude for all the people who have made this build possible. This 

was completely a team effort & huge honor to work together to show are support for our 

Soldiers and our country. 
 A full list of sponsors is provided below.  
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Success in the Press 
Shomari Stone with KOMO News 4 helped to honor the Diaz family by reporting all day 

from our ribbon cutting ceremony on Memorial Day. KOMO has been a strong supporter 

of the D4S Project from the beginning originally releasing our ground breaking press 

release. Our build has been featured in two newspapers as focus stories, The Gateway and 

The Ranger.  Also, appeared in three national building magazines; LBM Journal, World 

Fence News, and Extreme How To.  Merchant Magazine will be releasing a write up in 

their August issue.  You can also find our time lapse video on Youtube showing our 

complete build, Thank You Navigate Photography for the video and celebration banner! 

HG Graphics designed the T-Shirts, given to everyone who stopped by the ceremony.  

 

We would like to thank all the advertising professionals that completed interest pieces on 

our build & all the vendor partners that submitted updates monthly to their newsletters. 

More stories and follow up pieces are in processes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to all members of the Armed Forces  

The Western Washington Chapter is honored to have presented this deck to the Diaz 

family and thank them personally for their service and commitment. Amidst the ribbon 

cutting festivities and even more humbling moment presented itself. SSQ Marshall Diaz 

invited his brothers in arms and his hero to be photographed together on the deck. All 

shown are Purple Heart awarded. SSQ Diaz accepted the deck on behalf of all the service 

men and women of Armed Forces, those with us and not. Thank you, SSQ Marshall and 

Cristina Diaz for showing us what service, dedication, bravery and honor is, first hand.  
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Thanks Teams! And great work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 D4S Team with the Diaz Family 

NADRA Member Sponsors     Donations:  

BHD Construction, LLC Jerry & Tom Bannister www.bannisterdecks.com  D4S Chair, Master Builder 

Screw Products, Inc. Jim Miller & Kate Royer www.screw-products.com  

D4S Chair, Screws, Public 
Relations 

Fiberon Kaylynn Poplawski  www.fiberondecking.com  

D4S Chair, Decking, Bounce 
House 

Trex Matthew Weber www.trex.com  

Deck Skirting, Sponsored T-
Shirts 

AZEK John Stegall www.azek.com  Picture Frame Border 

TimberTech Nate Haugen www.timbertech.com  Sponsored T-Shirts 

Boise Cascade Scott R. www.bc.com  Decking Hardware & Supplies 

A Special Thanks to Additional Sponsors:    

Vendors       

Mutual Materials Jesse Poplawski www.mutualmaterials.com  Pavers, Fire Pit Installation 

PROBuild Washington State www.probuild.com Substructure & Canopy Materials 

Chinook Lumber Lou www.chinooklumber.com Framing Hardware 

Plywood Supply Washington State www.plywoodsupply.com Decking Hardware & Supplies 

The Home Depot Washington State www.homedepot.com  Fan 

SunSet Air, Inc.  Erik Barrett www.sunsetair.com Fire Pit 

Jerzy Rock Jerzy and Michael  www.jerzyrock.com  Water Fountain 

Sky Nursery Ron Landry www.skynursery.com  Plants 

Interra Landscape Brad Boggs www.interralandscape.com  Landscaping  

Intuitive Integration Dave Hunt www.intuitiveintegration.com  Out Door Audio 

Howe Two Plastics Loren Howe www.howetwoplastics.com  Lighted Deck Inlay 

Highpoint Lighting Billy DeWald www.hpdlighting.com Out Door & Deck Lighting 

Navigate Photogrpahy  Ken Smith www.navigatephotography.com Video, Banner, Photography  

HG Graphics Jessica Rogg www.harborgraphics.net T-Shirt Design 

Famous Daves Washington State www.famousdaves.com BBQ for Ribbon Cutting 

RedHook Daniel and Danny www.redhook.com Keg for Ribbon Cutting 

City Of Lacey  Washington State www.ci.lacey.wa.us Permits 

Abbey Trading Company Peter Brothers www.abbeytrading.com Fence Hardware 

Parrot Heads of Puget Sound Washington State www.phops.com Extra Building Labor 

Builders       

Dr. Decks, LLC     Excavation 

DeckScapes, LLC     
Substructure, Canopy and other 
labor 

Deck Builders     Substructure, Canopy and Photos 
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About NADRA: 
Deck builders and product manufacturers alike raised concerns at the 2004 DeckExpo over the 
compatibility of new generation wood treatments and fasteners. As a result, many realized the 
need for a unified industry voice. NADRA is that voice. The association is now in its seventh year as 
a 501(c)6 not-for-profit corporation.  
 
NADRA Mission Statement: 
The mission of the North American Deck and Railing Association (NADRA) is to provide a unified 
source for the professional development, promotion, growth, and sustenance of the Deck and 
Railing building industry in North America so that members can exceed the expectations of their 
customers.  
 
NADRA Members: 
NADRA is made up of deck builders, manufacturers, dealers/distributors, wholesalers, lumber 
yards, retailers, and service providers to the deck and railing industry. By working together we can 
be one voice for the industry and deliver a clear message to the consumer and the code 
development bodies. NADRA serves as a trade association with emphasis on safe building 
practices, and deck safety.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts: 

Thomas Bannister, Deck for a Soldier W.WA Committee Chair, BHD Construction 

Kate Royer, Deck for a Soldier W.WA Committee Chair, Screw Products, Inc. 

Kaylynn Poplawski Deck for a Soldier W.WA Committee Chair, Fiberon 

Jim Miller, Deck for a Soldier W.WA Committee Chair, Screw Products, Inc. 

Jerry Bannister, Deck for a Soldier W.WA Committee Chair, BHD Construction 

 

 

North American Deck and Railing Association 

Phone: 1.888.623.7248 

Email: info@nadra.org 
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2011 D4S Committee Chairs 

Picture provided by Screw Products, Inc.  

mailto:info@nadra.org

